Paper presented.

AYES. Nors.

The Hen, H. Briégvs The Hon, R, G. Burges
The Hon. D. K. Congdon | The Hon. C. E, Dempstor
The Houn, R. S. Ha,
The Hou. A, B, Kidson
The Hon. W. T. Loton
The Hou. H, J. Saunders
The Hon. F. M. Stone
The Hon. F. T. Whit-

The Hon. E. McLarty
'The Hou. C. A. Piesse
The Hen. G. Raudell

The Hon, J. E. Richard- combe
a0n The Hon. F. T, Crowder
The Hon. W, Spencer (Telle#).
(Teller),

Question thus passed, and the Council’s
amendment not insisted on.
Resolution reported and report adopted.

INSECT PESTS AMENDMENT BILL.

Received from the Legislative As-
sembly, and, on motion by the CoroniaL
SECRETARY, read a first time.

ADJOURNMENT.

Tar COLONIAL BECRETARY
moved that the House at its rising do
adjourn until Tuesday week.

Put and passed.

The House adjourned at 615 until
Tuesday, 12th September,

Fegislatibe Besemblp,
Wednesday, 30th August, 1899,

Paper Presented—Question: Ezport duty on Gold—
Question: Vines at Subiaco—Question: Mail Con-
trect, North—Ingsect Pests Amendment Bill, third
rending—~Rural Lands Improvement Bill, Recom-
mittal, reperted—Billa of Sale Bill, Awmendinents on
report, reported —Motion re Petition : North Perth

Bonrd—Municipal Tustitutious Bill, in

Cormuittee, Clauses 170 to 210, progress—Wines,

Beer and Spirit Bale Amendment Bill, in Com-

wittee, progress—Electoral Bill, in Committee, re-

ported—Adjourninent.

Tae SPEAKER took the Chair at 4-30
o'clock, p.m.

Praversg.

PAPER PRESENTED.
By the Premier: Return showing
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' exports from Western Australia during
| half year ended 30th June. 1899.

'Ordered to lie on the table,

QUESTION—EXPORT DUTY ON GOLD.

Mz. HIGHAM (for Mr. Rason), asked
the Premier, Whether, seeing the large
quantity of umminted gold which con-
tinues to be exported from Western
Australia, the Government would consider
the advisability of imposing an export
duty on unminted gold.

Tuae PREMIER replied: The Govern-
ment is aware that a large quantity of
gold is being exported without going
through the Mint. Until the gold pro-
ducers have had experience of the
advantages of the local Mint, this will
probably continue, though in less quan-
tity. The Government considers that
it is not advisable at present to specially
legislate in the direction named.

QUESTION—-VINES AT SUBIACO.

Mr. QUINLAN asked the Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands: 1, What had
been done with the vine plants grown in
the Quarantine Grounds of the Agricul-
tural Department, Subiaco ; 2z, What ten-
ders, if any, had been received for pur-
chase of same; what were the names of
tenderers, and the price offered; 3,
whether it would not be advisable to dis-
tribute the plants throughout the different
districts free of charge. .

Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS replied-: 1, Tenders were adver-
tised for. 2, J. Hawter, £40; W. G.
Brookman, £27 4s.; J. Weidenbach, F.
Craig, W. J. Price, A. H. DuBoulay, for
small lots. 3, Not considered advisable
by the Vitieultural Expert.

QUESTION—MAIL CONTRACT, NORTH.

Mr. WALLACE asked the Premier:
1, Whether any contract had been let for
the conveyance of mails from Pindah to
Nancarrong; 2, If so, to whom and at
what price; 3, Whether tenders were
publicly called for this service; 4, If not,
why not; 5, Whether the Postmaster-
General recommended the service; 6,
How many persons would be served by
this service,

Tare PREMIER replied: 1, Yes; 2,
W. and 8. Burges, at £75 for one year;

value of Australasian imports into and | 3, No; 4, Because the service was a
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small one, and it was considered that the
price was less than the service would
cost, bui the Messrs. Burges offered to
carry the mail, as it would serve one of
their pastoral stations; 5, No; 6, It will
serve some 50 people working on the
Nancarrong gold mines, besides Yuin
pastoral station. This mail was asked
for from Yalgoo, but the present service
ig much sghorter in distance and is there-

[ASSEMBLY.]

Recommitial.

feel that they had not carried out their
obligations. This company occupied some-

* thing over three million acres, inclnding

some of the best land in the colony, and
on land which was not very good the tax-
ation would only be according to the valu-
ation. At present the company were
absolutely declining to sell some of the
best agricultural land in the colony, to

+ pergons who would ntilise it for the bene-

fore much cheaper, and it was thought it

would do for the present.

INSECT PESTS AMENDMENT BILL.

Read a third time, and transmitted to
the Legislative Couneil

RURAL LANDS IMPROVEMENT BILL.
RECOMMITTAL.

On motion by Mr. Higwam, Bill re-
committed.

Clause 3—Certain lands excepted from
the operation of the Act:

Mr. HIGHAM moved that in line 2
the words “to the Midland Railway
Company ” be struck out. He regretted
that he and several other members, who
desired to see this company lrought
within the operation of the Bill, should
have been absent whena division was unex-
pectedly taken on the clause on a previous
evening. The majority of members saw
no good reason for exempting this company
from taxation; and, when moving the
second reading of the Bill, the Premier
had admitted that he felt the majority
of members were against him on this
point. No doubt this company had been
unfortunate, but if everyone who had
been unfortunate had to be exempt from
taxzation. he was afraid the majority of
the people of the country would have
to be exempt. In the interests of the
colony, the Midland Railway Company
should be made to feel that, unless they |
took steps to bring their land under culti-
vation, or to sell it to people who were
desirous of buying it at a fair price in |
order to put it under cultivation, they -
must be penalised to some extent, and it
must be remembered that the tux pro-
posed under the Bill was very small and
wounld not come into operation for some .
two and a half years. The member for i
Coolgardie (Mr. Morgans), who supported
the second reading of the Bill, distinetly |
said the company should be made to

fit of the community; and it was to be
hoped the Committee would afirm the
principle that proprietors who held back
land in this way should pay taxation, as
did all other landholders.

Tee PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir John
Forrest) said that he had received infor-
mation which he did not possess, or did
not think of, when he addressed the Com-
mittee previously on this question, and
that information made it a matter of in-
difference whether the words of the amend-
ment were retained or left out. It ap-
peared that the Bill only applied to land
which had been alienated ten years, and
the Midland Company’s area of 2,400,000
acres, which was mortgaged to the Gov-
ernment, and had not been alienated vet,
would not come within the provisions.
The deeds had never been issued to the
eompany for that land, which was still in
the hands of the Crown, and the company
could not come under the operation of the
Bill until the deeds had been igsned; but
he believed the Government intended
to issue the deeds almost immediately.
There had been no necessity hitherto for
issuing the deeds, unless some land was
sold, and a good deal of expense and
trouble was involved in making the
necessaty surveys and reservations for
public nse. He believed the surveyors
were now at work finding ot what
reservations were required over the area
mortgaged to the Government, with a
view of getting rid of the matter by
issuing the deeds, which would be kept
in the possession of either the Minister of
Lands or in the Land Titles Office,
subject to the clearing off of the en-
cumbrances under the Midland Railway
Loan Act, by which the Government
guaranteed half a million to the com-
pany. The Bill would affect the rest of
the land, about 800,000 acres, & good

" deal of which had gone out of the pos-

session of the Midland Railway Company,
and now belonged to other persons.
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Mr. ILLINGWORTH: During the
last week he had received information
which it might be interesting to lay before
the Commitiee. A gentleman who had
found asbestos on the lands of the Mid-
land Company, applied to the company
for the right to mine for this mineral,
and the very best terms he could get
were an annual rental of £25 an acre, a
royalty of 10s. per ton, and a lease to be
limited to three years. Such a proposi-
tion was eertainly not in the interests of

(80 Avausrt, 1899.]
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this country; and a company which held :
land locked up to the extent this com.

pauy did —land on which there was known
to be asbestos, copper, and coal—ought
really to be under more control than at
the present time. Such a company was
not worthy of any consideration from the
Committee.

Mr. QUINLAN: This district con-
cerned him as a member of Parliament,
more perhaps than anyone else in the
House, and there was an intense feeling
in the district in regard to the manner in
which the company were dealing with the
public. He had received a letter con-
firming the figures placed before the Com-
mittee by the member for Central Mur-
chison (Mr. Iilingworth). The land of
the company, in addition to contaming
gold —which no doubt could be dealt with
under the Mining on Private Property
Act—also contained deposits of copper,
mica, and coal, which the company would
neither work themselves mnor allow any
other person to work. The letter he had

referred to was signed DLy one John

Browne, who, speaking in reference to
the company, said :

They will not or do not work them {miner-
als), or let any other peraon doso.
through an agent. to arrange to rent on lease
gome asbestos land, and if 1 could have gota
lease on reasonable terms, some gentlemen
were willing to assist to open it up by spending
£1,000, or more if required. 1am enclosing
herewith the letter my agent got in the
matter, for you to peruse. £25 per acre per
apnum rent, and 103, per tom royalty, and
nothing as n reward claim. Such rent is most
absurd, and 10s. per ton just about as absurd.
The Government, if on their land, would only
charge 58. per acre, no royalty, and would

Recommittal, 1063

excellent prices for land; and it was en-
deavouring to blindfold members when
they were asked to Dbelieve that the Gov-
ernment had been competing with the
company because of the easier terms
offered by the Government. The position
and value of the Midland Company’s
land were such that the terms offered by
the Government would, practically, not
affect the company’s land ; and, in view
of all the facts, he would support any
proposal for penalising the company.

Me. VOSPER: The shocking examples
brought forward by two hon. members
were only confirming what had been
heard before as to the doings of the com-
pany. Referring to the Premier’s state-
ment that the company’s land had not
been formally alienated, it was not easy
to understand how the company ecould
mortgage land which had not been
alienated, nor how the Grovernment could
accept such land as security for money
advanced.

Tae PREMIER: The company’s land
had been selected under the contract for
constructing the railway, and these were
the lands which the company would be
entitled to after carrying out their con-
tract. ]

Mr. VOSPER: The Government re-
tained the land as security until the
money advanced was repaid.

Tre PREMIER: The company could
sell the land now held under mortgage by
the Government, bui the money must
come to the Government in repayment
for what had been advanced, and the
Government must approve the price for
which the land was to be sold. Very

" few pieces had been sold.

I wanted,

Mer. VOSPER : A large portion of the
company’s land would he affected by this
Bill

Tue Premirr: Yes, about 1,000,000
acres.

Tue Minigrer oF Miwes: The land
which the company had sold belonged now

+ to other people.

grant 15 acres free as a reward grant, 21 years'
lease, with right of remewal, while the Mid-

land Co., with exorbitant rent and royalty,

would only allow three years, with right of

renewal, on terms to be agreed on.
Nothwithstanding what had been said to

the contrary, the company had refused ;

Mz, VOSPER: If only a rood of land
remained to the company, he would sup-
port the amendment for taxing that.

Mg. MITCHELL: The circumstances
under which the company vndertook to
construct the Midland Railway, at o time
when this land could not be given away,
should be fairly considered in regard to
the amendment. The Government held the
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company’s land now under mortygage, and
if the Grovernment, consented to tax that
land, the Government would practically
be taxing themselves.

Mr. Vosrer : That would not hurt the
Government, in any case.

Mz. MITCHELL : It must hurt them
if they held the land and taxed it. He
was not in favour of locking up land in
the country, but he would certainly not
consent to penalise the company, which
had been so unfortunate. The company
had been doing good for the country since
the railway was constructed, and had
been running a daily train fairly well;
therefore, he could see no reason for
penalising them.

Mzr. ROBSON agreed to the fullest
extent with this amendment for penalis-
ing the company, because their procedure
in locking up so much land for many
years had been a serious injury to the
colony, and especially to distriets ad-
joining the company’s land. He looked

[ASSEMBLY.)

forward to the time when the lands of
the company and the railway they now !
managed would be transferred to the

Government, and be utilised for the
benefit of the country.
Mr. HIGHAM : The argument of the

Bills of Sale Bill.

Amendment put, and passed on the
voices.
Resolution reported to the Hounae.

BILLS OF SALE BILL.
AMENDMENTS ON REFPORT.

On the order of the day for considera-
tion of Committee’s report,

Mr. JAMES (in charge of the Bill)
moved, and it was agreed, that the follow-
ing araendments, of which notice had been
given, be inserted in the Bill :—

Clauge 5, definition of ¢ contempor-
aneous advance,” strike out the words
after ‘“registration thereof,” and insert:
“Any unpaid purchase money shall be
deemed contemporaneous advance, if the
bill of sale be executed within 21 days
after the sale in respect of which such
purchase money is owing.”

Clause 8, paragraph 3, line 5, after
* presented "’ insert  for registration.”

Clause 26, paragraph a, strike out the
words * of such bill of sale.”

Clause 51, line 2, after “incorporated
insert the words, *or carrying on busi-

t mess” ; alsoin paragraph 2, line 4, strike

Premier, that because the company's .

land had not been alienated therefore it
should not be taxed, was one he could
not accept; for practically the land
nominally held by the company had
been alienated during the whole term in
which the company had held the right to
gelect and dispose of the land. Tt should
be remembered also that two and a half
years must elapse before the tax tm-
posed by the Bill would operate against
the holders of this land ; and unless the

company took some practical steps for -

utilising the land, so as to benefit them-
selves and benefit the country, they
ought to be penalised. The company
had been subject only to the same mis-
fortune as applied to those early colonists
whose lands would also be taxed under
the Bill.

Me. MITCHELL: What would be
the use of trying to male the Midland
Company do what it would not pay them

to do? That was not a practical kind of |

legislation. A large portion of the com-
pany’'s land would not pay for even
the small tax that the Bill wonld im-
pose.

out * hereinafter * and insert ** herein.”
New Clause :
Mr. TAMES moved that the following
be added, to stand as Clause 32

Every bill of sale given absolutely or by
way of security shall be fraudnlent and void
as against the trustee in bankruptey or under
any statutory assignment, and also as against
the liquidator in the winding-up of the estate
of the grantor if it has been executed within
six months prier to the filing of the petition
on which the order of adjudication or winding-
up order is made, or to the resolution for
voluntary winding-up, or to the execution by
the grantor of the assignment for the benefit
of creditors except as to any contemporaneous
advance and interest thereon, and except,
also, as to any money advanced or paid, or the
actual price of goods sold or supplied, or the
amount of sny liability undertaken by the
arantee of such bill of sale or his assignee to,
for, or on account of the grantor after the
registration, but on the security of the said
bill of sale, but not exceeding the maximum
amount covered thereby.

Put and passed.

New Clause:

Mg, JAMES moved that the following
be added, to stand as Clause 52:

Rules for the purposes of this Act may be
made and altered from time to ti.mq by the
like person, and in the like manner in which
rules and regulations may be made under and
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for the purposes of “The Supreme Court Act,
1880."

Put and passed.

New Clause :

Me. JAMES moved that the following
be added to stand as the last clause:

Nothing in this Act contained shall apply to
any agreement for the hire, with or without a
right of purchase, of any sewing-machine,
piano, typewriter, or gas, electric light, or
water meter.

Mg. VOSPER: Machines other than
those specified might fairly be exempted.
Electric light meters were mentioned ; and
why not an electric motor ?  If a sewing-
machine were exempted, why not a mangle
or a washing-machine, or any article oh-
tained on hire with option of purchase P

Me. JAMES: That would be too wide.
The articles mentioned were included be-
canse they were frequently hired, and were
of little value.

Mr. Vosrer : Why not include printing
machines, which were frequently hired ?

Mer. JAMES: To do so would infringe
the spirit of the Bill, and would allow a
man to appear as the nominal owner of
such property, and thereby obtain credit.
At present this could be done, and was
done, by men with houses full of furni-
ture apparently belonging to them, but in
reality ou hire. In the case of o machine
costing £50, the buyer would not object
to the expense of lodging the hiring agree-
ment for registration.

New clause put and passed.

Further amendments reported, and
report adopted.

MOTION re PETITION—NORTH PERTH
AND HEALTH BOARD.

A petition having been previously pre-
gented from residents of North Perth
disirict, praying for the appointment of
8 local board of health :

Mz, OLDHAM (North Perth) moved
that the prayer of the petition be granted.

Tre PrEmMier: Had the prayer bheen
refused ¥

Mz. OLDHAM : Yes.

Tue PreMIER: By whom ?

Mz. OLDHAM: By the Colonial
Secretary. At North Perth, on the
border of the city, there lived some 800
people, who naturally desired to control
sanitary arrangements in their district.
For years the Perth Municipal Council
had been burymg nightsoilin this locality,
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! that privilege having been granted them
[ temporarily by the Government in 1890.
J The Ceoinmissioner of Crown Lands, after
. receiving several deputations, had ac-
! knowledged, as far back as 1895, that the
+ reserve should not be used for this pur.
pose ; and in 1898 the promise was given
that it would be closed. The City Coun-
cil had frequently acknowledged that
they were creating a nuisance. More
than once the Central Board of Health
had compluined, and a year or two ago
the Government had recognised the de-
sirableness of lLurying the city refuse
further away, and had constructed a tram-
way to a site some three miles further on,
which tramway had never been used. In
1896 the Commissioner of Crown Lands
promised that no time should be lost in
closing the depit. Only & few days ago
the Central Board of Health had ordered
the Council to bury no more refuse upon
the reserve, giving them to the 18th Sep-
tember to find ancther site.

Tae Presmier: What
member propose to do?

Mr. OLDHAM moved, finally, that the
prayer of the petitioners be granted.

Tae PreMier: What would be done
in the matter ?

Mz. InLineworTH : Do what the Gov-
ernment promised to do years ago—bury
the refuse further away.

Tre PrEmiEr: Where would it be
put first ?

Me. IiriveworrH: In the tram.

Tre Premier: Where would it be
put in the tram ?

Mr. OLDHAM : The petitioners had
no desire to harass the City Council. The
inhabitants of the district bad no objee-
tion to the reserve, away from the site,
being used for this particular purpose;
nor did they wish to interfere in any way
in the performance of the duties which
devolved upon the City Council; but it
was only reasonable that these people
should be granted the same privilege as
was granted to every other municipality.
No doubt some little extra expense would
be incurred by carting the refuse further
out, but was it equitable that the City
Council should make a dumping gronnd
for their refuse in the midst of a growing
population ? There was no desire on the
behalf of the people there to prevent
nightsoil and other refuse from being
carted through this particular locality,

did the hon,
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but they asked the right of Jooking after
their own healith, as other local bodies
were allowed to do. A reason given for
the refusal to comply with the wishes of
the people was that the sanitary system
of the ¢ity would be interfered with, but
that was not the fact.

M=z. VOSPER said he was in a position
to speak somewhat feelingly about the
condition of affairs referred to in the
petition. A large and flourishing suburb
of some 800 persons had grown up with
considerable suddenness in this neigh-
bourhood, and there were absolutely no
recognised means of sanitation or of
securing the public health, and what was
worse, all these people lived in close prox-
imity to the dumping ground for the
whole of the refuse of the city. They
were thus exposed to a double risk,
firgt from the improper accommodation
for the disposal of their own refuse, and
secondly, from the rubbish deposited
there by the City Council. Tf members
went to the neighbourbood of Wanneroo
Road and saw what was occurring there,
the shock would be so great that they
would have no hesitation in granting the
petition.

Me. A. Forrest: The people lived
some distance away, and the state of
affaire was not so bad as the hon. member
made out.

Mr. VOSPER said he was speaking
of what he knew, and what he had smelt.
He lived in close proximity to Wannerco
Road, and inhaled the objectionable and
unhealthy fumes every night of his life.
There was a row of cottages within 20
feet off the frontagre.

Me. A. ForresT: Those cottages had
been there at least 20 years.

Me. VOSPER: It would be difficult
to vouch for the fact that the inhabitants
hed been there 20 years.

Mz. A. Forrest: So had the inhabi-
tants.

Me. VOSPER: Then they must have
become very well acclimatised. On the
left-hand side of Wanneroo Road, sur-
roonded by the dwellings of working
people, was a, small lake or swamp, around
which were dumped all sorts of rub-
bish, and into which the drainage from
this rubbish flowed. The rubbish itself
was burned, and smoked liked a voleano
all day and every night, and when there
was little wind, or what wind there was
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from the north.west, the fumes were
biown right across North Perth, and all
the hills and vallevs were covered with
nvisome vapour. Indeed, so great was
the nuisance that the inhabitants found
it impossible 1o go to their doors at night.
Around the lake, cows were grazing on the
rags, cabbage stumps, and other filth,
and these animals drank the water from
the lake.

Mr. A. ForrrsT: How did the animals
get within the fence ?

Me. VOSPER: Because there was
scarcely two yards of solid fence all round
the reservation, and, altogether, he did
not suppose that Constantinople or Bag-
dad could show such a disgraceful state
of affairs. The presence of that sanitary,
or insanitary, depit was a standing dis-
grace to the Perth City Council, and
ought not to be permitted in the suburbs
of any civilised city. The milk of those
cows, impregnated as it must be with
germs, was sold round the ecity of Perth
every day, and really it was absolutely
unsafe to drink milk in Perth, without
putting it through some sanitary process.
At any rate, the milk which came from
this particular suburb would not, he was
sure, stand any bacteriological examina-
tion. A valuable suburb, which might
be healthy and in some respects beauntiful,
was being absolutely ruined, and surely
the property owners there had sowme claim
on the consideration of Parliament and
the City Council.

Mg. ILineworTH: Rents had been
lowered one-half, to his own knowledge.

Me. A. Forresr: Rents were lower
everywhere.

Me. VOSPER : Wanneroo Road led to
the North Beach, which was the natural
beach for Perth, and recently some local
anthority had constructed a road to that
spot; but, while it was a delightful drive,
nobody in their senses would use the
road, because they had to twice pass this
sanitary deptt, which was quite sufficient
to destroy any good effects obtained from
the sea breeze. Not only was a good
suburb being destroyed, but a healthy
seaside vesort was heing shut off fromn the
inhabitants.

M=. A. Forresr: There was no good
road to the beach.

Me. VOSPER: That showed how
much the member for West Kimberley
{Mr. A. Forrest) knew about the matter,
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because, for eight or nine miles, there was
a very good road.

M=z. A, Forresr: The road did not go
to the sea coast.

Mr. VOSPER: It did, and he had
driven over it himself when the road was
in course of construction.

Mz. A. ForresT: But the road could
not have been used before.

Me. VOSPER: Xf the member for
West Kimberley was arguning for any-
thing, he was arguing for the existence of
the present state of affairs.

Mgr. A. ForrEst : That was not so.

Me. VOSPER: Then what was the
purpose of the objections and inter-
jections ?

Mr. A. ForrEsT: Because the hon.
member was not stating facts.

Me. VOSPER: If any commigsion
were appointed to take evidence, the whole
of his statements would be fully bLorne
out.

Mr. A. ForrEsT: That very day he
had been in the locality.

Mr. VOSPER: Then the hon. member
must be congratulated on his healthy
appearance. The present state of affairs
at Wanneroo Road was a menace to the
public health of the city. If a malignant
disease were to break out here, such as
cholera. or bubonic plague, and fetid
matter were deposited there, it would be
many years before the germs of the disease
were removed. But apart from that, it
was & crying shame that the inhabitants
of the locality should be subjected to such
a nuisance, simply at the caprice of the
Colonial Secretary, or because of the
dilatoriness of the Perth City Council

Mr. Hary: People went to live there
knowing the sanitary depdt was there.

Mr. VOSPER: Then that was a
reason for removing the depdt as soon as
possible.

Mr. GeoreE: The City Council had
to shift the former sanitary site, eight or
10 years ago.

Mr. VOSPER: Yes; and as the popu-
lation increased round a sanitary site, it
would have to be moved further out.
The petitioners were asking simply for
the right to regulate their own sanitary
affuirs, and surely there was nothing un-
reasonable in that request. As soon as
a township was formed on the goldfields,
and a few people settled there, the first
movement was to establish a board of
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; health ; and the operations of these boards
i in goldfield townships had probably been
| the means of saving hundreds of lives.

THE PrEMIER: The formation of a
health board in this district has not heen
refused, so far as he knew.

Mer. VOSPER: If there had Deen
a refusal, he hoped the prayer of the
petition would be granted now.

Me. A. FORREST : After what had
been said, especially by the last speaker,
as to the insanitary condition of thepresent
site at North Perth, he would state a few
facts which would be of inferest to the
House. This petition was one to which
the City Council had no objection, except
50 far as their sanitary reserve was con-
cerned, and, outside of that reserve,
they had ne objection to a health hoard
being formed for that distriet, Leyond
the city boundary. The real object of this
petition was to compel the City Council to
remove the present site for depositing
pightsoil and rubbish, and be agreed that
was a good object, A cowmmittee of the
City Council had been specially appointed
to examine and report on the condition of
the sanitary site, and he, as Mayor of
Perth, was chairman of that committee.
The committee had visited the sanitary
site to-day, and they found, and were
unanimously agreed on this, that there
was no offensive smell arising, and no
objection could be discovered by the com-
mittee as far as the sanitary portion of the
reserve was concerned. The committee
decided that no further rubbish from the
city should be deposited in that locality,
and he believed the depositing and burn-
ing of rubbish was the real canse of com-
plaints in regard to this matter. Im
consequence of that decision by the com-
mittee, no further rubbish from the city
would be deposited there after to-morrow,
and the whole reserve would be cleared,
and all bottles, ting, and other surface
rubbish would be buried.

Tee PrEMIER: What would the
council do with the nightsoil ?

Mr. A. FORREST: The remarks he
had made were in reference particularly
to the rubbish, which was the chief cause
of complaint, A certain amount of adour
arose from that, and sometimes it was
very objectionable. He might mention
also that inr four or six weeks from
this time there would probably be
! no more nightsoil huried in that por-
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tion of the reserve, because strenuous
efforts were leing made to provide
another sanitary site, and if the coun-
cil were successful in trying tu get
artesian water, the site would be removed
about threc miles farther outside the
present area of population. Members of
the City Council were fully alive to the
objections arising from a sanitary site,
and to the necessity for providing another
place for depositing rubbish from the city.
Still, he believed that not many new houses
had been built near the present sanitary
gite during the last six or seven years. It
was the opinion of the committee which
had inspected the sanitary site, that there
was no objection whatever beyond that of
a smell arising from the burning of rub-
bigh; also that there was no swmell per-
ceptible in the part where the nightsoil
was deposited, and he defied anyone fo
detect any smell there except, that arising
from the burning of rubbish. After the
reserve had been cleaned up as was in-
tended, and after the new site had been
brought inte use fur the deposit of night-
" goil, which he hoped could be done within
four or gix weeks from the present time, no
grievance could arise in connection with
that portion of the reserve which had been
used hitherto us a sanitary site. He hoped
also that, so far from any objection arising
there, that portion of the reserve would
soon be bringing in a revenue of £500 or
£600 a year to the City Council. If the
mover of this motion would amend it so
that it should not apply to the reserve
held by the City Couneil, he would have
1o objection to the prayer of the petition
being granted. Ji was necessary there
ghonld be a board of health in that por-
tion of the North Perth district outside
the city boundary, although the popula-
tion was notlarge. As to the stalement
made by one member (Mr. Vosper), that
cattle went on the sanitary site and then
drank water, he (Mr. A. Forrest) must
say that statement was untrue.
Mr. InuiweworTH : The hon. member
had said the cattle went to the lake and
drank water.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mz. A. FORREST: The reserve was .
enclosed with a galvanised-iron fence or °

wire netting, all round, and he did not '

see how cattle could get into it. A crop

of ocats was growing inside the enclosure,
and the council would not like cattle to '

go into the oats.

Jor Health Board.

Me. GEORGE : Tt was a pleasure to
be able to sympathise with the Mayor of
Perth on this question. The mover of
the motion was aware of the difficulties
nnder which the City Council laboured in
regard to a sanitary site; and he (Mr.
George) agreed thatthe complaints made
were chiefly in regard to the depositing
and burning of rubbish. The citizens of
Perth might well pass many votes of
thanks to the council for having under-
taken the disagreeable duty of attending
to the thorough cleansing of the city in
regard to nightsoil, and also as to rebbish.
Before that duty was undertaken by the
council some three or four years ago, the
whole affair was in the hands of con-
tractors, and any person who was ac-
quainted with the present system of
cleansing the city, as compared with
that which prevailed previously, would
realise the immense improvement which
had been made. Still, while recognising
this improvement, the natural growth of
population round the sanitary site re-
quired that the annoyance should le
removed farther from the centre of popu-
lation. As to buildings not having in-
creased near the sanitary site in recent
years, the Mayoxr of Perth was mistaken,
for at least 20 if not more houses had
gone up near that site, to his know-
ledge. There was a good portion of land
near the sanitary site available for build-
ing, and he did not see why owners of
sections should have any impediment
placed in the way of using their land.
There was no smell so offensive as that
arising from the burning of rubbish ve-
moved from back-yards, and when the City
Council began their work of thoroughly
cleansing the city, from 70 to 100 loads
of rubbish were carted daily from the
city to the site at North Perth, and had
to be burnt. He hoped the council would
succeed in their pumping scheme, and
soon be able to deposit the nightsoil in a
situation farther removed from popu-
lation. While the City Council were
doing the best they could under the
circumstances, vet the growth of popula-
tion required that there should beno “if”
about the removal of this annoyance
farther from the centre of population;
therefore the sanitary site for nightsoil
and rubbish must be shifted.

Mr. OLDHAM thanked the member
for West. Kimberley {Mr. A. Forrest) for
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the manner in which he had approached
the question. He (Mr. Oldham) had no
desire to blame the City Council or its
officers for their conduct of the depét;
but even admitting that the system was
perfect, was it fair that the city refuse
should be buried in such a populous dis-
trict? He could not, as had been
suggested, alter the boundaries of the
district.

Mr. A. Forresr: But the present re-
serve could be exempted from the juris-
diction of the health board.

Mgr. OLDHAM: No. If that were
done, there would be no guarantee that the
pumping plant would not be as great a
nuisance as the sanitary site. What could
the council fear from the health board ?
If no nuisance were created there would
be no complaint.

Tee PREMIER said he had no wish to
enter into the controversy between the City
Council and the people of North Perth;

but such a petition should not have been

presented to the House until every other
lawful means of attaining the petitioners’
object had failed. The hon. member
(Mr. Oldham) had not stated when this
spplication for a health board had been
made to the Colonial Secretary, or what
had been the reply.

Mg. Orpman: There had been two or
three deputations to the Minister, who,
though he would not give a definite refu-
sal, bad said he was waiting. The resi-
dents of the locality could not wait for
ever, and they wanted an answer. If
the Government intended to oppose the
prayer of-the petition, the residents would
take it that the answer was in the nega-
tive.

Tae PREMIER: Nothing of the sort.
The residents of the locality had ap-

roached the Government through the
I()lolm].ia,l Secretary, under the statute, to
ask for a health board, and doubtless diffi-
culties had arisen in granting their re-
quest, owing to the reserve being used by
the City Council of Perth for burying
nightsoil. No doubt the Minister had
found himself in a difficulty, and wished
to move with care and caution, and not
to aet unreasonably by harassing the
City Council. The council could not, in
a moment, change the existing state of
affairs; the system had been in vogue

for years; and the assurance given that

a change would shortly be made vught
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to be thoroughly acceptable. There was
cause for complaint in that the ordinary
course under the Statute bad not been
exhausted. He (the Premier) had never
heard of the petition, nor had anyone
approached him about a health board for
North Perth.

Mzr. Georee: The matter had no re
ference to the Premier’s department.

Tae PREMIER said he had something
to do with every department. When
people could get no redress in any other
way, it was not unusual for them to come
fo him: he then consulted with his col-
leagues to see whether an arrangement
could be made.

MRr. Voseer: Surely if the Colonial
Secretary had taken any notice of the
deputations, the Premier would have
heard of them.

Tae PREMIER : Everyone knew that,
under ordinary conditions, there was neo
difficulty in securing the appointment of
a health board, requests for such ap-
| pointments being readily granted through-
out the colony; but the reason why this
partienlar request had not been granted
was beecause the people of the locality
wished to interfere with the interests of
the city of Perth.

Mr. Orpuam: No.

Tae PREMIER: Had the health
board been appointed without demur, that
board's first act would have been to have
stopped the City Council from putting
another load of refuse on this reserve,
had the reserve been included in the
North Perth district,

Me. OLomam : That was not so.

Tee PREMIER: Had he been the
Minister, he would certainly have hesi-
tated before putting the City Council in
such n difficulty, and he would have ap-
proached the council to see whether the
refuse could not be taken elsewhere; but
for the people of North Perth to expect
this House to direct the Government at
once to hand over the control of the
reserve to a board at North Perth was

not reasonable. The petitioners, without
notice, asked that the great weight and
influence of the TLegislative Assembly
should be brounght to bear upon the City
Council.

, Mgz Vosper: The petition had been

in the House for a fortnight.

Tue PREMIER said he had not known
. the nature of the petition.
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Mg. Qrouan said that he had read it
to the House.

Tae PREMIER : The document had
not been brought under his notice,

Mr. Gioree: In future, he would
interview the Premier only, leaving other
Ministers alone, as it wag evidently use-
less to go to “ understrappers.”

Taue PREMIER: That was not so;
nevertheless, he should always be glad to
see the hon. member and try to meet his
wishes. The Colonial Secretary, how-
ever, was doubtless just as anxious as
the hon. member to abate the nuisance,
and it was obvious that such refuse could
not be deposited anywhere without creat-
ing & certain amount of discomfort; but
that was no reason why the whole of the
citizens of Perth should be placed in a
difficulty. Let the City Council have
reasonable time to make other arrange-
ments.

Mr. Onpuam: Would six months be
sufficient ?

Tare PREMIER: The City Council
would doubtless be glad to meet the hon.
member, as their interests were identical
with those of North Perth. What was
the difference between North Pelth and
more central localities ¥

Mr. A. Forrest: The City Council
wonld not object to the appointment of a
board of health six months hence.

Tae PREMIER: There could bhe
no objection, if reasonable time were
given.

Mgr. Vosrer: The Government could
fix the boundaries of the health board’s
district.

Tee PREMIER : That would not
guit the petitioners, for if they had agreed
that their district should lie to the east of
the Wanneroo Roud, the Minister would
doubtless have granted them a health
board instantly.

Me. Orpaam said he would accept that
houndary.

Tug PREMIER : The matter having
been fully discussed, it might well be
left in abeyance; and if nothing were
done in a reasonable time, it might be
brought before the House ere the session
terminated. The member for West Kim-
herley, who was also Mayor of Perth, had
made promises which, no doubt, would he
fulfilled.

Mr. LYALL HALL: The undoubted
object of the petition was to prevent the

[ASSEMBLY.]
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City Council using the sanitary site for
any purpose connected with sanitation;
and the health board, if appointed, would
doubtless close the reserve dirvectly. The
land had been a sanitary site when there
was practically no population in the
neighbourhood.

Me. OnpHaM : That was not argument.

M=z. GrorcE: Who cut up the sur-
rounding land for sale ¥

M=. LYALL HALL said he did not
know : possibly it was some one intervested
in the petition. Population had gathered
round the reserve, and if the site of the
depdt were changed, population would
doubtless follow. He, with a large party,
had passed the reserve on Sunday last, on
hiz way to the North Beach. There
wag noe smell whatever, and some of
the party even asked what the build-
ings were for. The nature of the depit
could not be detected by the sense of
smell. The council had a scheme for
pumping the sewage from the sanitary
site to a large reserve some four miles to
the north, but it was not obvious whether
it would be better for people living in the
neighbourhood to have the night-carts
passing throngh that locality, than to
have the arrangement now proposed.
That would be just as big a nuisance as
the scheme proposed by the petitioners.
He had visited the present sanitary depit
in company with several doctors, amongst
whom was Dr. Thurstan, and all those
gentlemen reported most favourably as to
the site. The depit was as clean as it
was possible to make it, although natur-
ally there was sure to e some objection
to any place used for the purpose. When
in Melbourne, some 18 months ago, he
visited the sanitary site at Flemington,
where the dessicator was at work, and
where the population was 20 fimes
larger than that in Leederville or West
Perth; and there was no objection raised
at all to that site, and the suburb was a
healthy one. The City Council, who were
endeavouring as far as possible to do away
with any nuisance at the depdt, and
would change the site as soon as possible,
would bave no objection to the prayer of
the petition being granted in six months’
time; but at present the application
should be refused.

Mer. ILLINGWORTH: The theme
was not a savoury one, but one which
must be dealt with, and one which would
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constantly come up for discussion in Par-
liament and in all communities until the
Liernur system of sanitation, which he
had advocated so frequently, was adopted.
The reserve at Wanneroo was granted as
a recreation ground for the people, but
the City Council were temporarily per-
mitted fo use it as a sanitary depdt, and
neither desired nor intended that it
should continue to be devoted to that
particular purpose. The difficulties in
these cases were very great indeed, and
he rather sympatbised with the sugges-
tion of the Premier that it was perhaps
going a little toe far fo call on Parba-
ment to compel the Colonial Secre-
tary or any other Minister to take an
action such as that suggested in the
petition. But, as the petition had been
presented, the question wust be dealt
with, and a fair solution would be to
accept the offer to consent to the prayer
being granted in six months’ time. He
understood the motion hefore the House
now was that the prayer of the petition
be granted, and he suggested as an
amendment that the words * within six
months ” should be added.

Mr. Ovonam: The amendment sug-
gested was one he was perfectly willing
to accept.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : Perhaps the
object might have been attained in
another way than by petition to the
House, but the petition having been pre-
sented, he would not like to see it thrown
out. He was agent for houses in the
locality in question, and he counld assure
hon. members that houses were empty
there at the present time, simply because
of the nuisance created by the depdt.
People went into houses for a week or
so, and then left because they could not
stund the nuisance. The amgndment he

had suggested would, he thought, meet,

the case.

Ture PrREMIER: Yes; the suggestion
was quite satisfactory.

Me. ILLINGWORTH moved, as an
amendment, that the words “ within six
months " be added to the motion.

Amendment put and passed.

Question, as amended, put and passed.

At 622, the SPEAKER left the Chair.

At 730, Chair resumed.

[30 Avavusr, 1899.]
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MUNICIPAL INSTITUTIONS BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.
Consideration resumed from the pre-

vious day.

Clause 170—agreed to.

Clause 171—Council may grant licenses
for certain purposes :

On motion by Mr. Sovonox, in Sub-
clouse (f), line 1, after ““driving,” the
words ““and keeping ™ were inserted ;
Sub-clause (), line 3, before « reserves
the word “public” was inserted; in
Sub-clause (2),line 2, the word "hornefl”
was struck out.

Mgz. SOLOMON further moved that
after Sub-clause (p) the following be
inserted as sub-clauses :

(q) For the posting of bills or advertisement
upon buildings, fences, verandahs, or any other
place abutting upon or into any street.

(*) For the opening of streets or footways
by plumbers or others for laying gas or water
services from mains.

(s) For the cutting, collecting, or removing
of timber, firewood, stone, or other material
from or on public reserves or commons,

Sie JAMES G. LEE STEERE sug-
gested that the word “ painting’” be
nserted before “advertisement,” in the
first new sub-clause, to make it in accord-
ance with an amendment on this point
agreed to at the previous sitting.

Mg. SOLOMON accepted the sugges-
tion, and added the word to his proposed
amendment.

Mr. GEORGE, referring to the pro-
posed Sub-clause (v}, said a difficulty
would be created if the power were given
to “other persons” as proposed in the
amendment, for interfering with gas or
water mains, without the consent of the
companies specially entitled to control
those services, It wag not desirable to
insert words which would conflict with
the powers of the Gus Company or the
Waterworks Board in Perth. A difficulty
would be likely to arise in Perth by the
fact that some footways had heen widened
g0 as to extend over the gas or water
mains, and any repairs to the pipes which
might-have to be made would cause the
breaking up of the footpath. Power to
do this could not be given to persons
other than the Gas Company or the
Waterworks Board, as having special
powers in oont,rollmg those services. The
member in charge of the Bill (Mr. A
Forrest) was sneering at his suggestlon
ag usual, and it was a piece of impertin-
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ence on the part of the hon. member to | to interfere with gas and water com-

sneer or object whenever an amendment
was proposed by him.

Mr. A. FORREST: The hon. member
who had just spoken had been suggesting
or moving amendments, in connection
with thig Bill, and had not given notice
of any one of them, so that his amend-
ments could not be considered by those
who were responsible for the Bill; and
it was difficult to say whether amend-.
ments suggested or moved in that way
would affect the Bill materially or not,
unless there was opportunity to consider
them, The Bill had been carefully
drafted, and had been revised by the City
Solicitor and others concerned in prepar-
ing the Bill, so that as the measure had
been carefully prepared and revised, he
could not consent to have it knocked
about by making amendments of which
notice had not been given.

Mr. GEQRGE : This amendment was
not part of the Bill. He asked the
Chairman whether it was not sufficient
that the mover of an amendment should
agree tothe omission of certain words.

Tur CHAIRMAN: No. The Com-
mittee might reject such alteration,

Mr. GEORGE wmoved that the words
“or others,” in the proposed sub-clause
(), be struck out. The new clause, as
it stood, sought to confer on the City
Council powers which would not he
granted to municipalities in England or
in any other country.

Mr. A. Forepst: The Bill was
founded on the Acts of other colonies.

Mr. GEORGE: No plumber could
tap the muains, or lay on gas or water,
without permission from the Waterworks
Board or the Gas Company, as the case
might be; and the proposal to confer on
the City Councii the power of granting
licenses to plumbers to tap those mains
wags the height of absurdity, for such
powers could not be granted, the right to
tap the mains belonging exclusively to
the Gas Company and the Waterworks
Board. .

M=. Leake: Had not the Gas Com-
pany and the Waterworks Board the sole
right to tap the mains ?

Mz. GEQORGE: Yes.

Mr. EWING supported ihe amend-
ment. The new sub-clause (#) should
not be inserted. To pive power to
councils for granting licenses to plumbers

panies’ pipes might lead to serious com-
Plications.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : Some muni-
cipalities had control of the water supply,
and surely they ought to have the right
to authorise workmen to conuect premises
with the mains. There was an instance
in the Cue municipality.

Mr. A. FomREST:
Fremantle.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : The hon. mem-
ber (Mr. Gleorge) had argued as if the
amendment, was only applicable to Perth;
but the Perth Council was not likely to
license any interference with the existing
rights of the Waterworks Board and the
Gas Company. He supported the new
sub-clause.

Tur ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
new sub-clause sought to give the right
to open up footpaths, not necessarily to
touch the mains. Plumbers authorised,
as proposed in that wayv, could not tap
mains without the consent of the proper
autheorities. Nothing was sought but a
municipal right to open up roadways and
footpaths.

MEe. GeoraE: Strike oul the conclud.
ing words, ‘“for laying gus or water
services from mains,”’ and that object
would be attained.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: No;
the paragraph provided for the opening
of streets for the purpose of connecting
houses, etc., with water and gas wmains,
thus providing for the licensing of
plumbers and gasfitters, who could not
open up footpaths without leave from the
council.

Me. GEORGE: Waterworks boards
and gas companies claimed the sole
privilege of tapping their mains, and
earrying what was called a boundary
service from a main-pipe to inside the
boundary of the premnses to be served,
where a proper stopcock was placed, which
could be tested, and from which the
plumber made the connection. All

And another at

" water services were laid out on a plan in

various sections, and when it was desired
to tap the main, householders within the
section were given due notice that for a
certain number of hours 1he service
would be turned off. If the amendment
were carried there would Le endless con-
flict, because it would be possible for a
plumber to cut off the service without
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notice to householders; and unless the
tapping of the main were carried out by
men who thoroughly understood the
business, trouble and danger would oceur,
because it was a work requiring great
glill, and in which there was risk of
accident, which might not be found out
until after the earth had been filled in
again. Thereshould be no power to inter-
fere with the maing, the sole control of
which rightly belonged to the waterworks
boards and gas companies concerned.

Mzr. SOLOMON : The object of the
amendment was to prevent the opening
of footpaths, as had been the case in
Fremantle, without any authority from
the council, and spoiling them Dby filling
up the excavations with all sorts of
material.

Mr. LEAKE: Uader the present

[30 Avausr, 1899.]

Acts there were ample powers to carry
out the object of the amendment. There
would be no great objection to the new
sub-clanse if the municipality had ne
power to anthorise anyone to tap the
mains; but if it was only desired that
the municipalities should have power to
make regulations in regard to the opening
of streets and footpaths, that power existed
already. It was a pity this Bill was not |
in charge of the Aftorney General or !
some member of the Government, because |
it was a measure which approached very j
near the border of private-bill legislation.

Tre ATTORNEY G NERAL: It was |
only right and proper that municipalities |
should have supreme control over their |
footpaths and rouds; and to provide that
a plumber should have permission,
through the council, to excavate was only |
repeatiily the powers already possessed,
and setting them forth in a Bill which
was a consolidation of the local govern-
ment. Acts.

Mr. QUINLAN supported the new
sub-clause, because it was right that the
City Council should bave proper gontrol
over the streets and footpaths, and there
was no intention of interfering with gas
or water mains. It was only recently
that the gas mains had been valued with
the view of their being rated ; and as this
showed the mains were private property,
they ought not to be touched by anyone
but those to whom they belonged.

Mxr. EWING : Under the present Acts
waterworks boards and gas companies
had power to open up footpaths, subject
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to certain statutory provisions, and were
responsible for putting the footpaths in
proper order again. The amendment
meant that, before the gas company or
waterworks board could carry out any
work, no matter how necessary or urgent
that work might be, they wounld have to
get permission from the City Council;
and if the permission or license were
refused, the damage which it was pro-
posed to repair would continue. The
City Council were amply protected Ly the
present law.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : The Bill was
intended to apply to every municipality
in the country; and in Cue, for instance,
the municipality controlled the water
supply., Somebody must make the con-
nections, and it was desired that the
municipality should have power to give
authority for that work to be done. If
the new sub-clause were not inserted, any
man could lay the water on himself; but
with a license there would be a person
who could be called upon to reinstate the
street or footpath. If only the city of
Perth were concerned, he agreed there
was sufficient power in the existing Acts ;
but these Acls did not apply to Cue and
a number of other smaller places through-
out the colony.

Mz. GEORGE: A plumber might, for
various remsons, shift from one place to
another, and defects in his work might
not appear until after he had gone away,
and then who had to be responsible?
Was it proposed to register each par-
ticular workman, and call on him to
make a deposit before he carried out the
work ? At present, if anything went
wrong, there was the Waterworks Board
or the Gas Company to be dealt with. He
was jealous of allowing anyone to inter-
fere with the mains, which should be
entirely under the control of the body
responsible for them. A law might do
very well for one city, and not be applic-
able to another place. True, there would
beno difficulty in such places as Cue, in
the council licensing men to open up the
streets and footpaths, and giving permis-
sion to connect with the mains, but there
was great objection to allowing the same
power in Perth, Fremantle, and towns of
gimilar importance and conditions. If
waterworks boards and the gas companies
did not replace roads after opening them
up, why did the municipalities not com-
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pel those bodies to do so ? When he had
control of the waterworks in Perth, men
had to be specially kept for this work,
and the municipality took care that the
footpaths and roads were reinstated.

Mr. OLDHAM : If the new sub-clause
were left ag proposed, would it necessarily
abrogate the powers already given to the
waterworks hoards and gus companies ?

Mr. Grorok: The sub-clause would
not abrogate the powers, but it would
lead to undesirable conflict.

Me. OLDHAM: Although it was
desired that the municipalities should
have power to give a license for opening
up footpaths and roadways, not the
shghtest power was given to them to
make connections. The proper authori-
ties must be called upon to do that, and the
work must be done by a ceriificated
plumber. The authority of bodies which
had control of the mains did not appear
to be interfered with in any way; but if
the effect of the new sub-clause would be
to abrogate those powers, he would cer-
tainly urge that the sub-clanse be not
inserted.

M=z. RASON : Waterworks boards and
gas companies were sufliciently protected
by their present powers, which could not
be taken from them; but the Bill was
intended to also apply to municipalities
where there were no waterworks boards
or gas companies. In these cases the
new sub-clause would be beneficial, be-
cause it would give the municipalities
conbrol over the people who did the
work.

M=r. Leake: Municipalities had the

wer under the existing law,

Mr. HRASON : Where there were water-
works boards and gas companies the sub-
clause could do no harm; and where
there were no such bodies the munici-
palities would benefit by this amendment
of the Bill. No municipality should in-
terfere with the legal rights of gas or
water companies ; and while the new sub-
clause would do no harm, it might do a
great deal of good.

Mr. LEAKE: This Bill was intended
to apply not only to the large municipal-
ities, but to every municipality in the
country. The danger of the new sub.
clause was that there would be conflict
if power to break up roads and feotpaths,
for the purpose of getting at gas or water

pipes, were givenr to “ other persons” be- |
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sides the companies controlling those
pipes. The power to break up roads and
tootpaths should remain with the munici-
pal council, and with the companies
which contracted with the council to
supply those services. To put this power
in the Bill would be an unnecessary en-
actment, and its effect might be conflict-
ing. He would not consent to give
to plumbers the right to open a footway,
as the sub-clause practically proposed to
do, if the words * other persons ™ were to
be in it. He suggested that the pro-
posed sub-clause should be amended hy
leaving out all words after * footway.”
Mr. QUINLAN: The mover of the
new sub-clause would de well to accept
the suggestion of the member who had
just spoken. With regard to the hon.
member in charge of the Bill (My.
A, Forrest), his action in connection
with this measure on this and other
occasions was highly objectionable ;
for while he professed to be repre-
senting, not the ratepayers of Perth, of
which city he was mayor, but representing
all the municipalities in the country, he
was really representing the town clerk
of Perth. Too much emphasis had been
laid on the fact that this Bill had been
discussed and approved by the municipal
conference on three occasions; but know-
ing, as he did, how liftle practical attention
was given to munieipal questions at that
conference, he did not attach much im-
portance to it. Every member who had
endeavoured to improve the Bill, by sug-
gesting amendinents, had been abused hy
the member in charge of the Bill; and he
{Mr. Quinlan) hoped that the-hon. mem-
ber and the town clerk of Perth would
not be allowed to “run” this Assembly.
Mx. A. FORREST: After the sur-
prising language used by the hon. mem-
ber who had just spoken, something in
reply was necessary. He (Mr. A. Forrest)
denied that he had used any language
unbecoming his position as & member of
the House 1 charge of this Bill. He had
not tried to pressany particular clause on
the Committee, and had never asked a
member to vote for any clause. He was
acting as the mouthpiece of the munici-
palities of the colony in taking charge of
this Bill, and he must endeavour to prevent,
the Bill from being knocked about. The
language used by the member for Toodyay
{Mr. Quinlan) was unbecoming towards
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himsgelf as the member in charge of the
Bill.

Me. SOLOMON accepted the sugges-
tion made by the member for Albany
(Mr. Leake) to strike out all words in
the sub-clanse after “ footway.”

Amendment (Mr. Solomon’s), to add
the three sub-clauses, put and passed, and
the clause as amended agreed to.

Clauses 172 t0 196, inclusive—agreed to.

Clause 197-—Mode of testing the val-
idity of by-law :

Mr. LEAKE: 'This clause was cer-
tainly novel, so far as municipal law was
concerned. It was following out a rather
dangerous precedent established some
yeuars ago in the Goldfields Act; that was
-aiming a blow at the right of any indi-
vidual to raise the question of wlira vires
in regard to regulations or by-laws made
under statute. This clause provided for
a special mode of testing the validity of a
by-law, and he intended to move that the
clause be struck out, but he desired first
to hear some explanation as to why it
was put in the Bill. Any person de-
siring to raise the question of the validity
of a by-law was required by this clanse
to pay £20 into the Supreme Court as
security for costs, and to take his chance
of testing the guestion and having to pay
perhaps £100 or £200 more. He (Mr.
Leake) was not disposed to give such
a power to every little municipality,
though he might not raise the same
objection in regard to larger municipali-
ties ; for it must be remembered that very
small communities in this colony were
endowed with the powers of municipal
government, and it would be dangerous
indedd to preclude any aggrieved rate-
payer from exercising the right of ques-
tioning the validity of a hy-law under

which he might be prosecuted for some-

offence. Although it was provided that
by-laws had to be approved by some
proper legal authority, yet as a matter
of practice it was well known there
was great difficulty in ensuring this
being properly attended to, and that
every necessary provision was dealt with
and properly provided for in by-laws
prepared by wmunicipal bodies, Would
the member in charge of the Bill (Mr.
A. Forrest) demand the retention of the
clanse ?

Mr. A. ForresT said he had no ob-
jection to the clause heing struck out.
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Mz, Quinpax: Had net the hon.
member stated that he was pledged to
every clause ?

Mg, A. ForresT: No; this clause had
not been discussed at the conference.

Mr. CONNOR : Were there not simi-
lar cluuses in every Municipalities Act in
Australasia? There ought to be some
remedy for persons aggrieved Dby irregu-
Iar by-laws.

Mr. LEAKE: There was a simpler
remedy. If the clause were struck out, a
person proceeded against under by-laws
could, when brought before a magisirate,
plead that the by-law was wultra vires. If
the clause were retained, that point could
onlv be taken to the Supreme Court,
after a deposit of £20 had been made,
with the risk of incurring an expenditure
of some £200.

Mr. Ewire: Surely the clause did not
exist in the statutes of the other colonies.

Mgr. Cowwror: The gentleman who
framed the Bill kad told him se.

Mg. GEORrGE : The framer of the Bill ?
Oh! members Juew all about that.

Mr. Leaxe: Was that the Attorney
General ?

Mgr. Cornor : No.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: It
was true that in Vietoria such a clause
wag one of the essential amendments of
the Local Government Act, and was pro-
vided to stop the quibbles constantly
raised agninst by-laws in prosecutions for
breach of municipal regulations.

Me. Groree: That was evidently done
to favour the man of wealth,

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL: It
was done to prevent the council from
having constantly to fight with shadows—
litigauts who had no means, who attacked
the council, which, after gaining a case,
had to pay its own costs. Ultimately,
the Victorian Government brought in this
provision, making it a condition precedent
that a person questioning the validity of
a by-law had to deposit u sum of money
in a superior court.

Mr. GeorceE: In other words, the
objector must have a banking account.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
were two sides to every question. While
legislating for the protection of men
prosecuted for breach of regulations, hon.
members must not forget to consider the
ratepayers. The money deposit obliged
the objector to show some bona fides.
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MEe. GeEORGE : Would the hon. member
(Mr. A. Forrest) agree to the excision of
the clause ?

Mk. A. Forrest: Yes.

Clause put and negatived.

Clauses 198 to 204, inclusive—agreed to.

Clause 205—Power to sell :

Mz. GEORGE: Was not this rather a
dangerous power ? Last evening he had
mentioned that a certain council bad
offered as security for a loan ground given
them for public purposes.

Mr. Ewine: By the clauge, the conneil
might sell their town-hall.

Tre Premier: For that purpose an
Act of Parbament would be required.

Me. A. ForrrsT: No.

Me. GEORGE moved that the follow-
ing words be added to the clause: “ Pro-
vided that such sale shall not be com-
pleted until an appeal to the ratepayers,
if demanded, be first called, and the
matter voted upon.”

Mr. Leake: The clause should be
struck out.

Tee PREMIER: The clause ought
not to find a place in a municipal Bill,
for it gave a council power to sell land
granted by the State for the use of the
people for ever, and was nob n accord-
ance with £9 Viet.,, No. 10, Sec. 8, which
altogether prohibited the sale of any lands
held in trust. Surely councils did not
want the right to sell lands. Such bodies
acquired lands from the Crown, or per-
haps by purchase, but he had never heard
of their selling any. If they wanted to
sell, they could get an Act of Parliament.
Surely the member in charge of the Bill
would agree that this was a very dan.
geroug power to give to a council, and a
power which had never yet been exercised
in the colony by any municipality. Lands
granted to councils belonged to the people
for ever. He moved that the clanse be
struck out.

Mr. A. FORREST : If the clause were
amended by striking out the words “or
acquired by such municipalities from Her
Majesty,” power would then be given to
the council to sell lands purchased for
value. A council might purchage lands
which subsequently might be found to be
useless, and might desire to sell such
lands, and to acquire more suitable
gites.

Tae Premier: Such power had never
been required.
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I Mr. A, FORREST: It might be re-
quired.

TaE PrEMiER: Then an Act of Parlia-
ment could be obtained.

Mz. A. FORRERT : If the Committee
cared to throw out the clause, let it be
done.

Meg. Leagg: The Perth City Council
might sell the town-hall.

Mzr. A. FORREST : That had not yet
been done.

Mzr. GEQRGE: Lands were granted
to munitipalities by the Crown for speciul
public purposes. The great fault of old-
country municipalities was that they bhad
not sufficient breathing places and public
parks. Birmingham had spent several
millions in the purchase of such reserves
for its dense population. A reserve onve
granted to a municipality should not be
capable of alienation.

Mzr. EWING : The clause seemed very
undesirable, and if passed would give
conncils power to sell any laids, parks, or
other property under their control. The
marginal note referred to “* §9 Viet,, No.
10, Sec. 6.” When there was such a
reference to an existing statute, hon.
members were justified in assuning that
the clause was copied from, or was sub-
stantiated Dy, the section in the existing
Act referred to; and such a reference
should not be made in a marginal note
as had been made in this clause, for when
he turned up the Act referred to, he found
it was absolutely different in its effect.
Such a marginal note was entirely mis-
leading, for hon. members might have
passed over the clause, thinking it was
identical with the existing law, whereas
it wag not.

Mz. LEAEKE: The member for West
Kimberlev (Mr. A. Forrest) should
remember that the Bill applied to all
municipalities, not merely to Perth,

Me. A. Forresr said he had mentioned
fhat fact repeatedly.

Amendment (the Premier's) put and
passed, and clause struck out.

Clauses 206 to 209, inclusive—~agreed
to:

Clause 210—Power to purchase land :

Mr. GEQORGE: The Bill was now
being considered in very dangerous
eircumstances. It had been proved by
the member for the Swan (Mr. Ewing)
that the references in the marginal notes,

. which led hon. members to believe that
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the clanses bearing soch references were
based on the existing law, were mislead-
ing, at least in one instance. In a matter
of such importance, when it had been
proved that the Committes had, probably
unintentionally, been misled, it would be
well if the Bill were certified to by some
competent person capable of judging
whether the marginal notes were correct
and justifiable; otherwise the Committee
might passthe Billin good faith,and after-
wardsfind thatthejhad been deceived. The
hon. member in charge of the Bill had as-
sured the Committee that the whole of these
clauses had been carefully considered.
If that were a fact, he must conclude
that the deception to which he had re-
ferred was intentional, and if the decep-
tion were intentional, it was an insult
which ought to be strongly resented by
the Committes. He preferred to believe
the member for West Kimberley (Mr. A.
Forrest) was not quite accurate when he
said this Bill had been thoroughly con-
gidered, and it might be taken that that
hon. member was no party to any decep-
fion. The Bill ought to be referred to
the law officers, in order that they might
examine the marginal refevences, and
place them in such a form that they
could be understood at once. He moved
that progress be reported. ‘To-morrow
evening he would give notice of a motion,
which be thought would commend itself
to hon. members. To consider a Bill
which bore on its face marks of inac-
curacy, to put the matter in as mild a
form as possible, and which was mis-
leading, was unworthy of the dignity of a
deliberative assembly.

Motion—that progress be reported—
put and passed.

Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again.

WINES, BEER, AND SPIRIT SALE
AMENDMENT BILL.
Consideration in Committee resumed,
formally.
Progress immediately reported, and
leave given to sit again.

ELECTORAL BILL.
IN COMMITTEE,
Clauses 1 to 30, inclusive—agreed to.
Clause 31 —List of municipal or reads
board electors :
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Tae PREMIER moved that in live 8,
after the word "aforeseid,” the words
“and of every person whose name would
appear thereon but for non-payment of the
rates” be inserted. Many persons were
removed from the electoral roll simply
becanse they happened not to have paid
their rates up to date. To debar a per-
son from voting at a Parliamentary elec-
tion, because he happened to be in arrear
with his rates, appeared too great a
penalty.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause, a8 amended, agreed to.

Clauses 32 to 58, inclusive—agreed

to.
Clause 59—List to be published :
Tae PREMIER moved that the
words “ published in the Government
Gazette" e struck out. There would be a
difficulty in publishing in the Gazetie the
names of all persons objected to in every
part of the country, although that diffi-
culty would not be so great as applied to
the city of Perth. There was no real
necessity for these names to be published
in the Gazette, becanse the Bill provided
that if a name were objected to, the per-
son so objected to must be communicated
with by notice sent, and it would be the
duty of the registrar to summon him. Tt
would be cumbrous to publish the names
of all persons objected to, when there was
a simple means of giving notice, so that
any person objected to might bave the
apportunity of appearing in person or by
his agent.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 60 to 81, inclusive—agreed to.

Clause 82—Time and place of nomi.
nation : .

Mg, QUINLAN : An hour should be
allowed to any candidate before the time
of closing for receiving his nomination,
because if he appeared one minute after
the clock struck 12 he might be thrown
out. The closing of the time shounld not
be to a minute.

Mer. JAMES : But if the closing hour
were one o'clock, a person bringing his
nomination one minute after that hour
would be disqualified in the same way,
and that must be the effect whatever
closing hour waa fixed.

Me. DoEERTY: The closing time should
be between 12 and one, and not be limited
to the minute.
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Mgr. JAMES: There must be a last
moment, and a candidate had the oppor-
tunity of making his nomination at ady
time up to the lagt moment. He might
have days in which to lodge his nomin-
ation, but there must be a closing time.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 83-—agreed to.

Clause 84—Method of voting in ab-
gence :

Tre PREMIER moved that in the
first sub-clause, after “resident magis-
trate,” the words “or appointee” be struck
out. It would be sufficient tossign the
name without this lengthy description.

Put and passed.

Tre PREMIER further moved, that
in Sub-clause 6, line 4, the word * al-
lowed " be struck out and “ entitled ™ be
inserted in lieu thereof.

Amendment put and passed.

Me. ILLINGWORTH moved that the
clause be struck out. It practically in-
volved plural voting.

Tre Premier: The right of plural
voting was given by the Constitution Act.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: The clause
allowed an elector having property in
other electorates to vote in each of them.
The electoral law should be brought up
to date, and hon. members should be
satisfied with the principle almost umi-
versally adopted throughout Australia of
"‘“one man, one vote” He hoped the
Committee would reject the clause.

Tae PREMIER said he hoped the
Committee would do nothing of the kind,
The time had not arrived for the adoption
of “one man one vote,” in the colony.
The Constitution Act, upon which he
took his stand, gave more votes than one
to an individuval--a vote for manhoeod
and a vote for property; though a man
could not have more than one vote in one
electorate. True, the tendency in elec-
toral matters in the other colonies was in
favour of “one man one vote.” South
Australia. always had that principle, but
in Queensland, and in Victoria and New
South Wales until recently, the law had
been identical with our own. It was a
farce to give a man more than one vote
by the Constitution Act, unless the means
of exercising the votes were also given.

Me. IuningworTH: That could be
done.

Tag PREMIER: The clanse merely
provided the weans by which the power
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of voting granted by the Constitution
Act could be exercised. If hon, members
wished to abolish plural voting, let them
try to do so while discussing the amend-
ment to the Constitution Act.

Mg, IrrinaworTH : This was the time
to enter a protest.

Tee PREMIER: If the clause were
struck out, the Constitution Act would be
absolutely a dead letter.

Amendment (Mr. Illingworth's) put
and negatived.

Clause as previously amended put and
passed.

Clause 85—agreed to.

Clause 86—Dnuty of returning officer :

Tug PREMIER moved that paragraph
2 be struck out. This power to appomt
poll clerks should be given to the pre-
siding officer instead of to the returning
officer.

Amendment put and passed.

Tee PREMIER further moved that
the words * all necessary poll clerks and ”
be ingerted after " appoint,” in the last
line. This would give effect to the pre-
vious amendment. The returning officer
might be absent from a particular polling
booth, and thus would not be available to
make such appointments.

Mg. EWING: A returning officer was
not a presiding officer.

Tue PREMIER : The returning officer
would have the power to appoint himself
to be presiding officer.

Mr. JAMES: By Clause 88, the re-
turning officer was himself to be the
presiding officer at places where he
officiated.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clauses 87 to 90, inclusive—agreed to.

Clause 91—Buildings to be used free:

Tee PREMIER moved that after
“boards,” in line 3, the words “and
agricultural halls,” be ingerted.

Put and passed.

Me. ILLINGWORTH moved that
after “agricultural halls” the words “and
miners’ institutes ’ be inserted.

Tue Premier: It would be as well to
say, miners’ and mechanics’ institutes.

M. ILLINGWORTH: Then we
would get into a difficulty.

Mr. RASON: We could say “or any
buildings which have heen or may here-
after be subsidised.” That would get
over the difficulty.
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Mr. ILLINGWORTH altered his
amendment to read * miners’ institutes
or anv buildings.”

Me. JAMES: If these words were in-
serted, we would have to modify the
words *“which have been, or may here.
after be subsidised in their erection by
the Government.” Agricultural halls
could not be subsidised, but the body
that built the hall was subsidised.

Tax ATTORNEY GENERAL: With
the addition proposed to be made, there
was no doubt that the word “subsidised ”
was not applicable. There must be some
alteration.

Tee Premier: Buildings were assisted
in their erection.

Mgr. JAMES: We conld put it in this
way: '“and buildings the property of
municipal councils, corporations, boards
or otherwise.”” That would get over the
difficulty.

Amendment (Mr. Illingworth’s) put
and passed, and the clause as amended
agreed to.

Clauses 92 to 94, inclusive—agreed to.

Clause 95—Form of voting paper :

Mr. QUINLAN moved that the words
“ a square shall be printed opposite the
name of each candidate on all voting
papers” be strock out.  His object was to
make the ballot paper as simple as
possible. The system now in vogue, to
strike out the name of the candidate
whom the elector did not wish tovote for,
was more simple than making a cross
againsh aname.

Tug PREMIER: How could it be
easier for a voter to strike out a lot of
names, than to make a cross against the
names of the persons he wished to vote
for? If a man were illiterate, he would
find out the person he wished to vote
for, whether it was the first, second,
or third name on the list, and put a cross
against the name. If there were half-a-
dozen candidates, and the man bhad to
strike out those he did not wish to vote
for, a mistake might be made. It was
far better to put a cross against the
name, in the square which was pro-
vided. He had before him the voting
plan in England, and there the square
was provided on the voting paper, in
which the voter had to put a cross.
There were three sides to the square, and
the outside of the square was not marked
with a line at all. He could not agree
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that it would be easier to strike out three
names than to put a cross against the
name of the candidate the elector wished
to vote for. In South Australia, where
they had a law which we were trying to
imitate to some extent, the plan of
making a cross againgt the name of the
candidate was adopted. He remembered
being called on to vote for members for
the Federal Convention: 10 representa-
tives were to be returned, there were
about 20 candidates, and it required pretty
careful management to strike out the
eight or nine names which one did not
want to vote for. To put a cross against
the selected names would have been far
simpler, If some people in this colony
were 50 illiterate that they could not read,
he did not think we should spoil our laws
or procedure for them. It was unfor-
tunate 1f some could not read ; but those
people could not espect the system to be
altered because they could not read, or
had no intelligence to understand what
was desired.

M=r. Grorge: Who was responsible
for that ¥

Taeg PREMIER: We would make a
mistake if we continued the absurd plan
of striking out the names. It was a far
simpler operation to put a cross against
the names of those candidates. the voter
wished to see returned.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : Clause 104,
Sub-clause 3, distinetly declared that the
cross must bhave its cenfre within the
square opposite the name of the candidate
or candidates for whom the elector voted.
Tt would require the man who voted to
be very steady in the hand, to get the
centre of the cross within .the four lines.
But that was not exactly the point, for
a large number of people in this colony,
and in other colonies, had been accustomed
to the obe system of striking out the
names of the candidates they did not
want; and why should a change be made,
simply to bring this colony into line with
South Austraha ?

Tee PremIEr: And with England.
What satisfied millions of people in Eng-
land should surely satisfy the people of
this colony.

Me. ILLINGWORTH: But people
here were accustomed, in all elections, to
strike out names : and why should there
be one system of voting at a municipal
election, and another system at a
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Parliamentary election? If a man,
through custom, inadvertently struck
out names or did not get the centre of
the cross inside the square, his vote would
be invalidated ; and there was no doubt
the bulk of people would go to vote with
the idea that they had to strike out
names. If the Bill were passed as
drawn, his prediction was that more
than one half of the votes would be cast
on the old system, and would therefore
be invalid. This was a matter of im-
portance, and it was to be hoped the
Premier would not press the proposal in
the Bill.

Tre PREMIER said he would not
press the clause as printed ; but he hoped
he would not be held responsible for the
amendment,

Mr. GEORGE supported the amend-
ment. Hehad bad the honour of contesting
more elections, both municipal and Parlia-
mentary, during the last five or six years,
than perhaps any other member in the
House, and he had seen the trouble which
arose from changing the system of record-
ing votes. At the last Parliamentary
election in which he took part, & number
of people put crosses agamst the names
of the person for whom they apparently
did not want to vote: and there was no
reason or -benefit in changing a system to
which people were accustomed.

Hon.H. W. VENN: There was much
in the contention of the Premier on this
point, and it would be wise to allow the
clause to passas drawn. Theremarks of
the member for the Murray (Mr. George)
simply went to prove that people were
accustomed to putcrosses opposite names,
and not ageustomed to erossing names out.
Putting the cross was a very simple plan,
and was the practice in other countries.

Amendment (Mr. Quinlan's) put and
passed.

Mr. QUINLAN further moved that
in line 8 the words, “and the squares,”
be struck out.

Put and passed, and the clause asg
amended agreed to.

Clauses 96 to 101, inclusive—agreed
to.

Clause 102—Council electors to vote in
their own divisions:

Me. JAMES: Was there any reason
why Legislative Council electors should
not have the right to vote at any polling
booth 7 An elector might not be able to
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be at the polling place for which he was
qualified.

Tae PREMIER: An elector in such
8 case could send to the place. This
matter had been thought out, and the
clause was considered to be necessary. -
Everyone in the electoral district would
be known, and the roll for the division
would be there.

Clavee put and passed.

Clause 103—agreed to.

Clause 104—Mode of voting :

Mxr. QUINLAN moved that in Sub-
clanse 3, paragraph (a}, all words after
“by” in line 2 be struck out, and the
following inserted in lieu thereof: “draw-
ing a line or lines through the name of
each candidate for whom the elector does
not vote.” This amendment was entirely
in accord with the wording of the pre-
sent Act.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clauses 105 to 110, inclusive—agreed
to.

Clause 111—How conducted :

Mr. QUINLAN moved that in Sub-
clause 8 the words *‘except the crosses”
be struck out, and the words *contrary
to the preseribed form’ be inserted in
lien thereof. The clause would then read
that all votes shall be counted as infor-
ma] if contrary to the prescribed form by
which votes are required to be cast.

Amendment put and passed.

M=z, QUINLAN further moved that
in the same sub-clause all words after
““¢ast,’” in line 4 to end, be struck out.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clauses 112 to 114, inclusive—agreed
to.

Clause 115—Certain voting papers re-
tained :

Mr. GEORGE: Was it right that all
voting papers should be destroyed im-
mediately after the election ?

Tue PrEMiEr: Unused voting papers.
Under the Bill, the papers could not be
examined.

Mr. GEORGE: Was the presiding
officer’s word to decide the matter ?

Tae PREMIER: [tshould have been
previously explained that under the exist-
ing law, ballot papers were numbered.
Under this Bill, no voting papers would
be numbered except those used by absent
voters, so that there would be no means
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by which a scrutineer could tell how a
man had voted. The fact that an elector
had voted wrongly might be disputed, or
any other cause might be alleged to
vitiate the election; but there could be
noe scrutiny of the voting papers. So
long as voting papers were numbered on
the back, so long could scrutineers and
others, if they took sufficient trouble and
were gharp encugh, find out how a man
had voted. In England, and in most of
the other colonies, the papers were num-
bered on the back. In Victoria the num-
ber was on the corner of the paper, which
corner wag pasted down, and could only be
opened by a Judge on a serutiny being
demanded. As there had seldom been a
scrutiny in this colony, exceptional pro-
visions for serutinies were not reguired,
and, undoubtedly, the secrecy of the
ballot was seriously affected by number-
ing the papers. In South Australia, the
voting papers were not numbered, and
the Premier of South Australia, on
inquiry, had replied as follows : 7

Replying to your wire, we have always pur-

posely prohibited npumbering the voting
papers, or any particulars assi-ting in connect-
ing vofing paper and voter. We chiefly re-
gard secrecy of ballot as essential to purity of
elections, and if Court of Disputed Returns
believes anything has occurred which might
affect the result of election, it would order a
fresh election. This has been our law for 42
yenrs, and works well,
It was more important to have the ballot
sacred than to give facilities for a seru-
tiny of votes by a Judge in exceptional
cases, thus rendering it possible to ascer-
tain how people had voted. Seratineers
knew the number of the paper handed in,
and, when the papers came back to them,
could easily connect the number with the
name of the voter.

Mr. GEeorgE: Scrutineers were not
sharp enough to do so.

Tee PREMIER : Itcould be done, and
had been done.

Hox. H. W. Veyx: Not by scruti-
neers,

Tae PREMIER: Yes; a scrutineer
could examine any ballot paper to see
whether it had been correctly marked.

Hox. H. W, Vzeyx: But he could not
connect it with the voter.

Tae PREMIER: Yes; for he knew
the number. If elections were to be up-
get, let them be upset by other means
than the scrutiny of the votes.
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Me. (3rorcx said the explanation was
quite satisfactory.

Mz, ILLINGWORTH : The meaning
of the clanse was still somewhat cloudy.
Apparently any voting paper objected to,
or in any way informal, was to be re.
tained.

Tae Premier: Yes; but such paper
could not be conneeted with the voter.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : Butsome vot-
ing papers were to be retained. Itwould
stall be possible to decide an election on
the voting papers. The Premier had
said this could not be done. Tf an elec-
tion wasg close, and six ballot papers were
held to bLe informal, those six papers
would have to pass under the review of
the Judge; and if the Judge declared
that the papers were informal, that would
put the other man in.

Tre Prewier : All unquestioned
papers were to be destroyed.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 116 to 120, inclusive—agreed
to.

Clanse 120—Deposit made under Sec-
tion 81, how dealt with:

Mr. GEORGE: The clause said the
deposit of £25 made by such candidate
should be forfeited ; but in Clause 81 it
did not say that the candidate had to pro-
vide the money.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: It did not
matter who made the deposit so long as
the deposit was there,

Mr. GEORGE: Could the money be
forfeited whoever deposited it ?

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes.

Mz, GEORGE: Why not say that
“ the deposit made by the candidate or on
hig behalf 7

Tue ATTORNEY
unnecessary.

Clause put and passed.

Clanses 121 to 130, inclusive ~agreed
to.

(lavse 131—No committee-room to be
in house licensed for sale of liguors.
Penalty as for illegal practice :

Toe PREMIER moved that in line
10, after “hires’ the words ' or uses "
be ingerted ; that in line 12 after ‘lets”
the words “ the same” be struck out, and
“or allows the same to be used ” inserted
in lieu thereof,

Amendments put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clauses 132 and 133—agreed to.

GeNeraL: It was
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Clause 134—Electoral offences :
M=r. GEORGE: Supposing a man

went before a justice of the peace or
police officer to make a claim to be put on

[ASSEMBLY.]

an electoral roll, and the claimant was |

asked whether the particulars given were
correct, was the officer before whom the
claim was made free from consequences ?

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL:

If -

reasonable inguiry were made the clause

protected the officer. If the claimant
told lies the officer conld not help it; but

if the officer believed they were lies, then :

he would bave to act on his discretion.

Me. GEORGE: There was a case
some years ago in which a justice wade
an inguiry from a person claiming to
vote. Would the mere fact of the officer
asking if the particulars were correct free
him wnder the clanse ¥

Tar PREMIER : If the officer made
a reasonable inquiry that was all he had
to do.

TeE ATTORNEY GENERAL: If the
officer believed what the claimant stated
was true he was all right.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 135 to 141, inclusive——agreed
fo.
Clause 142—The Court:
Mr. JAMES: This and the following
clauses under the lhead of “disputed
returns,” involved a departure not only
from the practice in this colony for many
years past, but from what was the
practice now in the old country. The
Reform Act of 1868 took from Par-
liament any right, directly or in-
directly, of controlling or interfering with

titions dealing with disputed elections.
The Bill proposed to revert to the old
practice, in connection with which there
were a great number of evils, which would
suggest themselves to hon. members. By
Clause 144 the Court bad jurisdiction
“to hear and determine all guestions of
digputed returns referred to it by either

in Commitiee,

Mzr. JAMES: But prohably the Sonth
Australian Act was founded on previous
legislation, which had leen in force a
great number of years, and the Legis-
lature in South Australia saw ne need
for alteration; but it would be advisable
to maintain the present practice in the
old country. The time might come when
one or two seats would determine the fate
of a Ministry in this colony, and Parlia-
ment should never have to decide as to
whether a petition should or should not
go for trial,

Tue PreEMIEr: It was not destred that
Parliament should settle these guestions,
and he would be perfectly willing for the
clause to be struck cut. That would have
the effect of maintaining the old practice.

Mr. JAMES: In 1868, when this power
was taken from Parliament, a tribunal of
one Judge was provided, but that was
found not to be desirable, and by the Act
of 1879 two Judges were constituted the
Court. It seemed to him desirable there
should be two Judges to decide these
petitions,

Taz PrREMIER said e was willing to
adopt the suggestion.

TeE ATToRNEY GENERAL: But sup-
posing the twoe Judges disagreed ?

Mr. JAMES: Then the pefition was
not maintained, as was now the case.

SirJames G. LEE STeErE: One Judge
constituted the Court, in England,

MRr. JAMES: These clauses might be
modified to carry out thatintention.

Tee PREMIER : Effect might be
given to that, and the question could be
reconsidered on re-committal of the Bill.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 143 —Constilution :

On motion by Mr. James, the word
“a" was struck out and the word “two"

. inserted in lieu thereof; “Judge” being

House, and affecting the House by which -

the reference is made’” Whatever the
Court, it only had power to hear petitions
veferred to it Ly Parliament, so that
before a petition went to the Court the
Parliamentary element was introduced,
and it was Parliament which controlled
the gquestion of disputed elections.

Tee Premrer: The clauses as pro-

posed, were taken from the South Aus-
tralian Act of 1896.

altered to ¢ Judges,” consequentially.

Clause as amended agreed to.

Clause 144—Jurisdiction :

Mr. JAMES moved that all words
after ¢ returns,” in the second line, be
struck out.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 145 and 146-—agreed to.

Clause 147 —Time:

Me. JAMES moved that all the words
atter '“Court,” in line 2, be struck out.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.
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Clanses 148 to 162, inclnsive—agreed
to.

Clanse 163—For the holding of first
elections, Grovernor-in-Council may, by
Fazelte notice, alter this Act:

Mr. JAMES: To make the clause
operative, should not something beadded
after the words * anything required by
this Aect to be done.” These words were
somewhat vague.

Tur Premier: The same clanse was
in the Constitution Act.

Me. JAMES: No; in the Act 52 Vict.,
No. 23, the words in this clause, which
appeared there as a substantive section,
were & provise to aunother section, which
dealt with the making up and otherwise
disposing of lists. The Bill required a
multitude of things to be done. It was
not iutended that the Governor should be
enabled to suspend the clauses dealing,
for instance, with voling by ballot. The
intention of the clause would be carried
out if, after the words *“required by this
Act to be done,” there were inserted, * in
the preparation of the rolls under Part IT.
of this Act” There was nothing re-
quired to be done beyond that. He
moved that the words he had read be
inserted after * done’ in line 7.

Amendiment put and passed, nnd the
elanse as amended agreed to.

Clause 164—agreed to.

New Clause:

Mz. JAMES moved that the following
be inserted, to stand as Clause 153:

Certify that difference to the House.

If the Judges who hear a petition differ ng
to whether the member whose return or elec-
tion iz complained of was duly returned or
elected, they shall certify that difference, and
the member shall be deemed to be duly elected
or returned.

New clause put and passed.

Schedules L to 5, inclusive—agreed to.

Schedule 6:

Tae PREMIER moved that in the
footnote, describing the qualification of
the elector, the words “with not less
than 18 months to run (or of which I
have been in possession for 18 months
next before making claim}” be struck out.

Put and passed, and the schedule as
amended agreed to.

Schedule 7 :

Tee PREMIER moved a precisely
similar amendment to that made in
Schedule 6.
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Put and passed and the schedule as
amended agreed to.

Schedules 8 to 18, inclusive—agreed to.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amnendinents.

ADJOURNMENT.

On motion by the PrexMIER, the Houge
adjourned at 11'5 p.m. until Tuesday,
September 5.

Legislatibe Bssemblp,
Tuesday, 5th September, 1899,

Puper presented -Motion : Droft Commouwealth Bill,
Joint Committce, Extension of time; Pivision—
Rurul Lands Improvement Bill; Amendments on
report, reImrted-Roads and Streets Closure Bill,
in Committee reported — Counstitution Acts Gou-
solidation Bill, second rending, resumed and cou-
cluded ; iu Cowmmittee, pro firmd—Adjouwrnment.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at4-30
o'clock, p.m.

PravERs.

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the PrEmigr: Report of Com-
mandant of local forces, year ending
June, 1899.

Ordered to lie on the table.

MOTION—DRAFT COMMONWEALTH
BILL, JOINT COMMITTEE.

BXTENSION OF TIME.

Tae PREMIER (Right Hon. 8ir John
Forrest) moved that the time for bring-
ing up the report of the Joint Select
Committee on the draft Commonwealth
Bill be extended for one weelk.

Mg. JAMES (East Perth): The Joint
Commiftee had been appointed in the
face of strong opposition from federalists
in the House, based on the fear that the
report would not be delivered at the time
| fixed by the resolution ; but the objection




